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THRU THE EDITOR’S GLASSES 


This month you will find more changes in the appearance and arrange- 
ment of your Journal. The associate editors are now termed district editors 
and you will find their name under the district heading. Neither the district 
heading nor the district editor will be listed unless news has been sent in 
from that district. 

Beginning with this issue you will find a table of contents on page five. 
Last year the names of the district editors were placed under each district 
heading with the other district officers. No comment on the changes, either 
favorable or unfavorable, was received at that time. When the October, 
1937, issue reached the members, one man was kind enough to spend con- 
siderable time studying the make-up of the Journal. He made several sug- 
gestions ; one of them was to place the table of contents in this space. A 
tabulation of the contents was one of those changes or additions which your 
editor had on his list. Thanks to the thoughtful suggestions made, there is 
one less notation on the list of things to be done. The suggestor is just a 
modest, unassuming member who is willing to do what he can to promote 
the best interests of the Journal and the Pennsylvania State Dental Society. 

a 

Papers read before the annual meeting of the state society should be- 
come the property of the society. Three meetings ago your editor was ap- 
pointed. During this period effort was made to find out what happened to 
these papers. No one seemed to know; no one had them. After hearing 
Dr. W. T. McFall at the Pittsburgh meeting, your editor requested him to 
send his paper for publication. Dr. McFall very kindly agreed to do so and 
fulfilled his promise promptly. The concluding installment appears in this 
issue. Many favorable comments were heard on this paper. If the program 
committees will see that essays delivered at future meetings are secured 
from the essayist and turned over to either Dr. Hollister or your editor, 
more of them can be published. 





(es 

This issue contains a partial summary of the various reports made at the 
Pittsburgh meeting. In some cases verbatim excerpts have been made. 
Quotation marks will, of course, indicate such extraction. 

* 6.8 

Several historical articles have appeared in the Journal at various 
times. This month the Journal presents a summary of its own history in 
this column. 

The official publication of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society orig- 
inated as a quarterly bulletin and was called, “Bulletin, Pennsylvania State 
Dental Society.” The first issue of which there is any record was the 
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March, 1914, number. This publication was issued quarterly without inter- 
ruption until April, 1918. The next issue came out in January, 1919, and 
publication was resumed on a quarterly basis until 1929. In 1930 there was 
only one issue of volume 16 published. In May a new series volume one 
was issued and continued monthly under the same name as that used by the 
quarterly. Financial problems evidently ended this series with the first or 
May issue of volume three. Several times during these lapses in publica- 
tion the Bulletin of the Odontological Society would carry the extra title 
on the cover page, “Temporary Official Organ of Penna.’s State Dental 
Society,” so it was evident that the western group had very kindly offered 
space in their bulletin for state society news and notices. The March, April, 
and May, 1933, issues carried this notice. 

In October, 1933, under the capable leadership of Dr. T. J. Cook, 


Editor, and Dr. J. A. Eberly, Jr., Business Manager, the official publication 
got off to a fresh start. At the end of volume two, July, 1935, Dr. Cook 


found that he was unable to spare the time to continue his work as editor 
and asked to be relieved. Your present editor was then inducted into service. 

With this issue of the Journal you will notice on the inside title page 
that there is an additional notation. The whole volume number now ap- 
pears, which will give a more accurate clue to the Journal’s real age under 
its various names. 


6 
NOTICE FROM THE BUREAU OF PROFESSIONAL LICENSING 


There are fourteen groups registered under the Educational Depart- 
ment and to eliminate the sending of all the notices for January Ist each 
year, changes have been made making the expiration of the several groups 
for different months of the year. March 31st has been alloted to dental reg- 
istration so our registration now in effect will be good until April ist, 1938. 
In the future your registration will be due on that date, April Ist. 


® 
DENTAL NOSTRUMS AND THE PUBLIC HEALTH 


Dr. Samuel Gordon, Secretary of the Council on Dental Therapeutics, 
and his secretary, Miss Dufour, have prepared a small pamphlet with this 
title. It is a reprint of three articles which originally appeared in Hygeia 
and will help answer the question, “What dentifrice do you recommend ?” 
Dentists will find in it useful information to prepare a talk before lay 
groups. The pamphlets may be ordered by writing to the Council on Dental 
Therapeutics, 212 East Superior St., Chicago, Ill. Single copies are ten 
cents, twelve copies for one dollar, fifty copies four dollars, and further 
reductions are allowed when the pamphlet is purchased in larger quantities. 
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CHILDREN’S DENTISTRY—“WHAT 
WILL WE DO ABOUT IT?” 


(Conclusion of article started in October issue.) 





Walter T. McFall, D.D.S., Nashville, Tenn. 
@ 


The operation that really impresses a child most, the one which ma- 
terially shows results and induces interest, care and attention on the part 
of the child, is a thorough, conscientious oral prophylactic treatment, but 
my how often we see and examine a child whom a dentist has supposedly 
just cleaned the teeth a few days before ; the anterior teeth, both upper and 
lower, well polished on the labial or buccal surfaces but the lingual or pal- 
atal surfaces sti'l covered with yellowish green streaks, filthy uncleaned 
areas. So many dentists have either relegated this important operation to 
the assistant or else they do it half-way and half-heartedly themselves, doing 
the chair work in about fifteen minutes, giving no instructions on home care 
and very little professional service. I wonder how many men here give a 
real oral prophylactic treatment to each of his patients before beginning 
extensive operative work as he really should, and how many just throw in 
a half-hearted cleaning when the work is completed, failing to impress the 
patient with this important work and the importance of properly keeping 
the teeth and mouth cleaned, and of having a regular and systematic oral 
prophylaxis at least every three to six months. 

If you give a real oral prophylactic treatment to a child patient, then 
tell and demonstrate to him how to properly care for his mouth and teeth, 
you have rendered a service, you gain the child’s confidence and respect ; 
there being no pain to the work he will understand you are really trying to 
help him instead of trying to hurt him as he has been told by his elders the 
dentist does and would. Show a child in a large hand mirror where his 
teeth are most soiled, if the stains and plaques can not be easily demon- 
strated use a disclosing solution, then show the contrast afterwards. Be- 
cause psychology plays a big part in any dentist’s practice, especially with 
children, my order of work is to first clean, scale, and polish each surface 
of every tooth, secondly, fill all the teeth for permanence which I deem 
salvable, beginning with the simplest cavities and preparation first, getting 
to the more sensitive and painful cavities later. Try to tell and show the 
parent where not just the aching tooth of the child should be extracted, but 
that the child’s mouth as a whole should be studied and efforts made to cor- 
rect and save every tooth as long as normally possible. I try never to take 
a new child patient until the parent will consent to al'ow me to correct the 
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mouth as a whole, thereby gaining the opportunity to teach and tell the child 
the important story of first things first in health and mouth hygiene. Each 
time the child returns I find he understands better, appreciates and co-oper- 
ates with me more fully for his benefit and good health and my success. 
Always put off until the last the most painful work and extractions, where 
possible, ever being mindful of the child’s thoughts. 

My fellow dentists, while you are working for a child, if never before 
in your life, be patient, kind, gentle and sympathetic. All the time you are 
operating, explain the reasons for proper care of the teeth, use simple ef- 
fective illustrations, do not suggest or mention the bad and painful side, 
but stress and uphold the good, issuing a challenge to the child’s best and 
highest desires in life. Always instruct and demonstrate to each child how 
to correctly brush his teeth and mouth, have him then and there, and many 
times afterwards, demonstrate to you he knows that he understands and can 
successfully do the thing he should. Insist that he bring his toothbrush to 
each sitting, that he be responsible for his own mouth and body, and that he 
learn to be independent and thoughtful of his health. Always explain erup- 
tion, importance of preserving the deciduous teeth and arch, the first per- 
manent molars, and please be sure to stress and encourage a sane diet. Tell 
them why they should choose a certain food, why it is important to masti- 
cate food well on both sides of the mouth, explain the deleterious effects of 
finger or fist sucking, bad bed habits such as sleeping on the folded hand, 
etc., and always strive to make a friend and booster of the child instead of 
a knocker and frightened procrastinator of future visits to the dentist. 


May I urge you to use new, sharp burs, smooth stones, sharp spoons 
and chisels in your cavity preparation. Allow the child to rinse his mouth 
often, give him something to do and to think about besides himself and his 
present troubles. Explain all you are doing and encourage the child to ask 
questions. In my practice I save every deciduous tooth just as long as pos- 
sible until time for normal resorption and replacement in that particular 
mouth. Every child is an individual and sincerely personal case to me, and 
each one is treated as such in my practice. 

I need not review the importance of saving deciduous teeth. You well 
know they reserve spaces, align the dental arches, afford an efficient mas- 
ticatory apparatus to aid the digestive system at a time when a human most 
needs this aid, for up until adolescence a child’s nervous and digestive sys- 
tems are in‘a state of growth, progression and enlargement, and any extra 
work thrust upon them causes an upset and serious retardation. I always 
use the best grade silver alloys, taking all care to approximate, contour and 
polish each filling. It has been my practice for several years to reduce am- 
moniacal silver nitrate and eugenol (Howe’s) into every cavity, no matter 
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how simple, before I fill that tooth. In a cavity the least bit questionable or 
deep I use a double reduction of eugenol and ammoniacal silver nitrate, and 
always a sedative, non-conductor medicament as a base. I study and at- 
tempt to diagnose each tooth’s condition before I fill it, and I find I seldom 
have an abscessed tooth from one which I have carefully filled, even though 
it may serve from six months to several years. If a deciduous tooth is too 
badly broken down to permit of adequate cavity preparation for a restora- 
tion, but is one which I believe will give several months of useful, healthy 
service, I always explain to the parent and child, caution them to keep this 
tooth cleaned and free from dirt and food, and at first signs of uneasiness 
to report immediately. I remove all sharp edges of this offending tooth and 
carefully reduce ammoniacal silver nitrate and eugenol into all exposed 
surfaces of the crown, then, where possible, insert a temporary treatment 
or anodyne filling for just a few days, or band the tooth and restore occlusion 
and contact. 


All teeth that are past time for proper replacement, this judged by the 
case in hand, all very loose teeth, teeth bordering on abscessing or having 
had previous history of having abscessed, teeth having a fistulous tract, gum 
boils, or teeth decayed beyond reclamation, I immediately remove. Where 
I believe they are indicated, I use space retainers in early age deciduous 
extractions. Please allow me to again plead with you to save every de- 
ciduous tooth possible for just as long service as you can, do your work for 
children with as much care and as much thought for permanence as you 
do your adult patients. Do not tell parents a deciduous tooth is soon to 
be shed when you well know that normally that tooth should serve for 
from one to four years longer in the child’s life. Help the child to build an 
immunity to decay, dental ills and future sickness by preserving his first 
teeth, furnishing a healthy, physiological environment into which his per- 
manent teeth may erupt in their normal order. Instruct each child to care 
for his teeth, to watch for signs of decay, to return at least three times a 
year for a prophylactic treatment and examination, thereby avoiding exten- 
sive work or irreparable damage making headway and undermining his 
health at life’s most critical period. 


I succeed with children because I love them, I take a personal pride 
in every operation I do; this my friends, always inculcates trust and confi- 
dence. I never under any circumstances permit a child’s parent or parents 
to come into my operating room after the first visit while I am working for 
or serving that parent’s child. My reasons are many, most of them obvious 
to each of you. The parent usually threatens or frightens the child, or 
worse, he sympathizes too piteously or tries to buy the child off, and often 
the parent is more upset and upsetting than is the child. With the parents 
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present you can not be as firm or positive as you might like without being 
misunderstood ; then you encourage the child to be brave and to learn to 
depend upon himself when you allow him to come to your operating room 
unaccompanied. It is our duty to teach parents that the best parenthood 
teaches children to depend upon themselves and not upon mother, that go- 
ing to the dentist is similar to going to church, the preacher tells one how 
to get to heaven but the process of getting there is with the person, also the 
dentist teaches, tells and shows one how and why to care for one’s mouth 
and health but the process and co-operative aim rests mostly upon the pa- 
tient. 


I use local anaesthesia quite extensively in sensitive cavity prepara- 
tion, and for nearly every extraction, no matter how simple. My friends, 
if you can extract teeth painlessly for a child or an adult, they will always 
proclaim you as good and will believe you can do all things well. I always 
require a child to return after an extraction, even though I do not feel it is 
always necessary, for it makes him feel important and saves you any future 
trouble from infections and complaints. I must mention in closing the very 
splendid opportunity you daily have to more adequately fulfill your profes- 
sion’s duty and obligation to the laity by discussing with mothers and pros- 
pective mothers, the paramount part they have in furnishing their children 
with good teeth and good bones, for surely we all realize good teeth are 
born and not grown. 


Stress the importance of a well-balanced diet, a sufficient diet for 
mother and child, remembering those foods which help in bone and tooth 
formation, namely: fresh milk, cream, butter, eggs, green leafy vegetables, 
fresh fruits, especially apples, oranges and coarse cleansing foods, whole- 
wheat bread and cereals, and regular meals at regular times, with proper 
supervision between meals. Tell parents to give children what they should 
have and not what children think they should have. Implore the aid of par- 
ents and their co-operation in constantly reminding the children to choose 
proper foods, to chew well the food they eat, using both sides of the mouth 
in chewing, and make parents responsible for their own children’s mouths 
and health. 


We must impress parents relative to the importance of sending their 
children to the dentist early, regularly and often, make them understand 
we are helping the child’s health and future welfare, that we will and can do 
our work efficiently only in proportion as the child will co-operate and help. 
Insist that children brush their teeth and mouth at least twice daily, night 
and morning preferably, and more if possible. Start a child caring for his 
teeth at two years of age, with parent’s help, also have the young fellow visit 
the dentist at this time so that he may become acquainted with a person who 
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should be a friend to him through life. Mail cards to notify your children 
patients it is time for them to return, urge your adult patients to send their 
children to the office because this is your duty, for by seeing children early 
we are many times able to prevent the ravages of decayed teeth and later 
periodontoclasia with its encumbering train of systematic disorders in adult 
life. Take a persona! interest in your child patients and watch what big 
returns it will pay you in every way. 

May we all remember the trust which is ours, may we ever measure 
up to all that we should as members of one of this world’s finest and most 
helpful professions, never forgetting that little children are the greatest 
disciples of real truth, for in their trust and belief they are nearer truth, and 
they always lend their help, activity and enthusiasm to what is truly right 
and fine and highest. It resolves itself down to a personal equation—are 
you keeping faith with the people who believe in and need you, when you fail 
to help children, whom we all admit are our most prized possessions and 
greatest assets ? 

“If the atomic theory proves sound, we have unearthed a vast reservoir 
of power, but it is physical power. All the world does not equal in power 
ihe quiet strength of one unselfish love. We speak not now of the love of 
man for woman; nor of the love of parent for child. The greatest motive 
power in all the world is the love of a real man for his brothers—that tender, 
unselfish regard through which his soul is connected to humanity. Such a 
love is reciprocal—it can not, by reason of its generation, be aught but an 
alternating current of good feeling.” 1101 Medical Arts Building 


6 
NATIONAL BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 


The next examinations in Part I and in Part II will be held: Friday, 
December 3rd, and Saturday, December 4th, 1937; Friday, May 6th, and 
Saturday, May 7th, 1938. Undergraduate candidates who have passed Part 
I at a previous session and have also successfully completed their senior 
year in an approved dental school are eligible for Part II. All inquiries and 
communications should be addressed to the secretary, Dr. Morton J. Loeb, 
66 Trumbell St., New Haven, Connecticut. 


e 
ANNUAL SCIENCE EXHIBITION 


This year the annual science exhibition, held each year in connection 
with the annual meetings of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, will be held in Murat Theatre, Indianapolis, December 27, 
28, 29, and 30th. There will be many interesting exhibits. 
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HISTORICAL ARTICLES 


Dr. R. G. Denny, Philadelphia 


THE FILING OF TEETH 


One of the earliest measures practiced for the prevention and elimina- 
tion of superficial caries was the filing of the surfaces of teeth. It was evi- 
dently a very early practice. Aetius, a Greek physician who lived in the 
fifth or sixth century, recommended filing the teeth and described a file 
invented by him for this purpose, having a rounded head to avoid lacerating 
the soft tissues. He wrote as though he were the originator of the opera- 
tion. It is mentioned also by other later writers. Fouchard (1728) described 
six files that he employed, one of which cut on but one side so that the ad- 
joining tooth might not be injured. 

In 1819, Charles Bew, dentist to George IV of England, advanced the 
theory that caries was due to lateral or unequal pressure of the teeth and 
suggested the filing of the teeth with a separating file so that a silk thread 
might pass freely through to the gums. Whether or not his theories influ- 
enced the profession greatly is difficult to say, but separating files and disks 
were used more extensively thereafter for upward of seventy years. 

The separating idea received great impetus by the publishing in 1871 
of the book of Robert Arthur, of Philadelphia and Baltimore, “The Treat- 
ment and Prevention of Decay of the Teeth,” in which he contended that 
approximal decay could be prevented by an intelligent reshaping of the 
proximal surfaces so as to render them incapable of retaining food debris. 
He had in mind not merely making a separation between the teeth, but so 
shaping this separation as to first, expose as little as possible of the inter- 
proximal gum tissue; second, that it should not be liable to close as with 
most filed separations ; third, that they might be kept clean by the constant 
passing of food over them, and would not favor the food lodging between 
the teeth. To this end they were made like a double V, that is, they were V 
shaped perpendicularly and also horizontally. The surfaces were made 
perfect planes and highly polished. 

Dr. Arthur’s book led to the almost universal adoption of the separa- 
tion idea and thousands of dentures were ruined. Dr. W. G. H. Bonwill, of 
Philadelphia, invented a diamond reamer which was extensively used for the 
shaping of the interproximal space in carrying out this idea. 

Dr. Arthur’s method soon brought upon him severe criticism from 
those who came to oppose the method, but he persisted in its use as long as 
he lived, declaring that few practiced the method as advocated by him and 
that the practice of many was mere “tooth hacking.” 
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Finally it dawned on a group of dentists that nature knew what she was 
about when she formed teeth as she had, and that this practice was a monu- 
mental error and there arose a group of enthusiasts for full contour of these 
surfaces to replace the damage that had been done, and among the leaders 
of this group were such Pennsylvanians as Marshall H. Webb, W. G. A. 
Bonwill, E. T. Darby and others. The discovery of the cohesive property of 
gold by Dr. Arthur proved a boon at this time as it permitted the making of 
contour fillings, which, strange as it may seem, were used to repair the dam- 
age caused by the filing of teeth as advocated by him. 


FILLING MATERIALS 


Up to the year 1800 the filling of teeth was an operation practiced only 
by the best dentists. It is probable that it attained a prominent position in 
operative dentistry in this country sooner than in others, for in the works 
of most foreign dentists, even so late as 1825, we find comparatively little 
attention paid to this branch. Koecker, an early Pennsylvania dentist, writ- 
ing in 1826, says: “The slight scientific attention that has been paid to this 
subject is particularly proved by the superficial manner in which English 
as well as foreign writers have treated of it in their works.”” We do, how- 
ever, find occasional reference to it. Cornelius Celsus of Rome, at about 
the beginning of the first century, recommended the filling of carious teeth 
with lead and other materials such as gum. 

Lead. The earliest recorded filling material is lead. This metal was 
used in the leaf form, preferably tea lead, so named because in it was 
packed tea received from China. It was rolled into a ball or pellet sufficiently 
large to more than fill the cavity after packing and was forced into place 
by instruments, dressed off and polished with a burnisher. It was first 
used to strengthen very frail teeth that were to be extracted, but later as a 
means of preserving teeth. Fouchard recommended three thicknesses and 
stated that the packing instruments should be made very strong, as it was 
difficult to condense. In molar teeth, he had his patients assist in its condens- 
ing by having them bite on the packing instrument. This was the filling 
material that was principally used by our earliest Pennsylvania dentists. 

Tin. Tin was one of the early filling materials though not mentioned 
as early as lead. Fouchard, in 1728, describes its use and preferred it to both 
lead and gold. It was superior to lead, he claimed, because it did not discolor 
as much, and lasted longer. He preferred it to gold, because it was much 
cheaper and could be more easily adapted to the walls of the cavity than the 
gold then in use. It is thought that it was not extensively employed until 
about 1830 when it became popular for inexpensive fillings. It was used in 
conjunction with gold in large cavities to shorten the time of operation and 
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to reduce the cost, but the growing popularity of gold foil and the increased 
use of plastic fillings made its use dwindle and its use today is very rare. 


Gold. In 1559 a book, “Zeen Artzei” (tooth doctoring), was pub- 
lished in Germany in which the unknown author recommends that cavities 
in the teeth be cleaned with suitable instrument and “be filled with leaves 
of gold.” 

Jean Arculanus, a professor of Bologne early in the sixteenth century, 
is credited with being the first who mentions the use of sheets of gold for 
filling teeth, but is not given credit for being the first to employ it for that 
purpose. It is believed, however, that gold was not very commonly used as 
a filling material before the eighteenth century. Fouchard mentions it in 
1785. 

Dr. Eleazer Parmly states that the first gold filling that he ever saw 
was one that had been put in in London in 1815. Its introduction in America 
has been ascribed by Parmly to Robert Woofendale, one of Pennsylvania’s 
first dentists, on his return to America from England in 1795, after an ab- 
sence of twenty-seven years. Gold was first used in leaf form as prepared by 
the gold-beaters ; but this being very thin, was soon supplanted by rolled gold. 
For a long time after its introduction as a filling material there was no gold 
manufactured expressly for dental purposes. A dentist in need of gold 
procured gold coins and had them rolled by the gold-beaters into such thick- 
ness as suited his purpose. The Brazilian Johannes was the coin preferred, 
it being the purest of any gold money then used; “Old Joes” they were 
called. 

In 1816, Marcus Bull, formerly of Hartford, Connecticut, opened a 
gold-beating establishment in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Having learned 
something of dental needs, he urged his dental customers to use his partly 
beaten gold leaf instead of rolled gold. In 1835, Charles Abbey, a former 
apprentice, became a partner, and in 1839, upon the retirement of Mr. Bull, 
took over the business. He then relinquished the gold leaf department and 
began making dental gold foil his specialty. Thus Philadelphia had the first 
house in the country to be specially engaged in the manufacture of dental 
gold foil. 

The first method employed in filling with gold was by pellets as has 
been described with lead, but the thick gold then used would not produce a 
tight filling. The foil then came to be made thinner. Upon the employment of 
lighter gold, the form of application was changed. A sheet was rolled or 
twisted into a “rope” which was packed by forcing it into the cavity in folds. 
In smaller cavities a part of a sheet was folded over a light strip of steel, 
removed and introduced as was the rope. 


(To be continued in the December issue) 
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THE GLOBE TROTTER 


ALLERGIC REACTIONS FROM ACETYLSALICYLIC AcID (ASPIRIN ) 





In the Proceedings of the Staff Meetings of the Mayo Clinic (12: 616, 
Sept. 29, 1937) H. F. Buchstein and L. E. Prickman report an allergic 
reaction following the use of aspirin. That this is uncommon is evidenced 
by the fact that only 62 such cases have been observed at the Mayo Clinic. 
Of this number all but one gave a family or personal history of allergy, and 
forty-four were asthmatic. The allergic reaction may take one of several 
forms. The attack usually comes on in from ten minutes to two hours after 
taking the aspirin. The reaction may involve the skin, subcutaneous tissues, 
blood vessels or gastro-intestinal tract. The reaction generally intensifies 
the existing allergy, if one be present. The asthmatic attacks, when pre- 
cipitated by aspirin, are generally very severe, prolonged and resistant to 
treatment with epinephrine or morphine. Among some of the other reac- 
tions observed are angioneurotic edema, vasomotor rhinitis, crampy ab- 
dominal pains, and subcutaneous hemmorhages of purpuric type. The 
simplest and most effective treatment, of course, is avoidance of the drug. 

FRENUM OF UPPER LIP 

To the editor: Will the removal of the frenum of the upper lip, at its 
attachment between the central incisors, prevent too large a space between 
the central incisors in babies and will it cause a narrowing of the space? 
Would you consider this an accepted surgical procedure? E. P. Weih, M.D. 

Answer: Removal of the frenum of the upper lip, at its attachment, is 
of benefit in narrowing the space between the central incisors. However, 
this procedure is not advisable until the permanent upper lateral incisors 
have erupted. When these teeth erupt, they often force the central incisors 
together. If, however, after the lateral incisors have erupted, the space be- 
tween the central incisors is still too wide, removal of the attachment of the 
frenum to the periosteum is an acceptable procedure. 

From: J.A.M.A., 109 :977, Sept. 18, 1937. 


Use oF Burs AND STONES IN DENTISTRY 

A practical paper on the use of burs and stones by Dr. F. Schu is pub- 
lished in the Zahnaerztliche Rundschau (46:1699, Sept. 26, 1937). The 
author made a comprehensive laboratory and clinical study on the use of 
burs and stones and the following are some of his recommendations : 

Stones: (1) Large stones, ina rapidly revolving engine, should be made 
of fine grit and loose binder. 

(2) Small stones, in a slowly revolving engine, should be made of fine 
grit and firm binder. 
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(3) Soft stones (coarse grit and loose binder) should be used on hard 
materials while hard stones (fine grit and firm binder) should be used on 
soft materials. Silicon carbide (Carborundum) stones should be used for 
cutting enamel, dentine, porcelain or vulcanite. Silicon oxide (Arkansas) 
stones should be used for polishing enamel and silicate fillings ; also useful 
for polishing tooth surfaces, as during prophylaxis. Aluminum oxide stones 
are indicated for Vitallium and similar gold substitutes, gold or porcelain. 

(4) The movement of the stone during grinding depends somewhat on 
its thickness: a narrow stone should be moved paralle! with its axis while 
a broad stone should be moved at right angles to its axis. 

(5) Stones should be brushed first and then sterilized in boiling water. 
They may be left in an alcohol solution afterward until ready for use. 

Burs: (1) Small burs should be used for opening into a cavity; (2) 
Follow up with succeeding sizes of burs; (3) Movement of the bur should 
be back and forth, from the interior of cavity to its surface; (4) When a 
fissure bur is used a sawing motion is more effective; (5) To avoid pain 
(a) have engine revolve slowly and use slight pressure on bur; (b) use 
warm water or a lubricant. 


A TREATMENT FOR SUBLUXATION OF THE TEMPEROMANDIBULAR JOINT 


A new treatment for subluxation of the temperomandibular joint is 
described by L. W. Schultz in the Journal of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation (109 :1032, Sept. 25, 1937). Dr. Schultz states that the “joint may 
be strained or injured during general anesthesia, yawning, attempts by chil- 
dren to insert large objects into the month, and positional pressures during 
sleep” and that the usual treatment until now has been mobilization of the 
joint by bandaging. Other methods of treatment, including surgery, orth- 
odontic devices, wiring of jaws, and raising the bite, have been tried with 
only partial success. The method developed by Dr. Schultz aims to produce 
fibrosis of the capsule of the joint, thereby limiting the movement of the 
temperomandibular articulation. Several fibrosing agents were tried and 
sodium psylliate was finally decided upon as an effective and non-injurious 
fibrosing or sclerosing agent. The technique is as follows: “The ball of the 
index finger is placed in front of the tragus, and the patient opens the mouth 
wide enough to cause the head of the condyle to subluxate, ‘click,’ or pro- 
duce abnormal movement of the fibrocartilaginous disc. The needle is in- 
serted into the joint cavity and from 0.25 to 0.5 cc. of the solution is de- 
posited inside the joint cavity. The injections are repeated weekly or bi- 
weekly on both joints until a sufficient fibrosis is obtained. This occurs 
usually in from three to five weeks. The injections, therefore, number from 
three to four at the intervals stated.” The injection itself is practically pain- 
less, but pain may follow in half an hour, which is generally controlled by 
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a sedative or by an anodyne applied locally. More than thirty patients have 
been treated by this method with results approaching entire satisfaction. 


MIcROBIAL FINGER PRINTING 


There is an old proverb credited to the Chinese: “You must not touch 
your mouth to any part of your body except your elbow.” The excellence 
of this advice was brought out strongly in studies reported by Dr. Severance 
Burrage, of the University of Colorado School of Medicine. Dr. Burrage 
has made fingerprints on plates of nutrient jelly and studied the colonies of 
germs that spring up after them. He finds it a most effective way of sowing 
bacteria broadcast. There is a decidedly practical aspect to the studies. 
Public regulations make much of washing and sterilizing dishes and glasses 
used in public eating and drinking establishments. Then fingers pick up 
these clean utensils—and plant germs on them. Dr. Burrage pointed out that 
“The habit of putting the fingers to the nose and mouth is universally com- 
mon. The diseases transmitted by mouth secretions are numerous, including 
influenza, pneumonia, common colds, measles, meningitis, trench mouth, 
scarlet fever, whooping cough, tuberculosis and diphtheria. With the ex- 
ception of the last two, morbidity and mortality statistics show no decrease 
in this group of respiratory infections. Microbial finger printing, I believe, 
is largely responsible for this. . . . While it is a difficult problem to teach 
every one to cure this finger-mouthing and finger-printing habit, it is my 
belief that a great advance could be made by instructing employees in food 
handling establishments on this point; teaching them the proper ways of 
handling foods and utensils, as well as showing them the dangers of the 
improper ways.” 

From: Science, 86 :2224, Aug. 13, 1937 (Suppl. p. 7). 


DENTAL LESIONS AND SYSTEMIC DISEASE 


The relationship between oral and systemic disorders is discussed in 
an editorial in the J. A. M. A. (109:211, July 17, 1937). Such associations 
as the blue line on the gum from lead or other metallic poison, brown stains 
on enamel left there by excessive fluorine intake, and scurvy from lack of 
vitamin C are mentioned as well known examples. An association that has 
been frequently mentioned but never proved, namely, that tuberculous in- 
dividuals are more susceptible to dental lesions is also mentioned and com- 
mented upon because of a recently published paper by Tanchester and Sor- 
rin (J. Dent. Res. 16:69, Feb., 1937). These authors apparently settle the 
question in the negative after examining 1,500 tubercular patients. Their 
conclusions are that no greater degree of dental (caries or erosion) or perio- 
dontal disease is present in tubercular people as a group than in non- 
tubercular. 
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THE PITTSBURGH MEETING 


MAY, 1937 
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 





“T shall make such recommendations and suggestions which may be 
for the future welfare of dentistry in our state. To you, trustees, delegates, 
and alternates, who represent the several district societies, I wish to impress 
the fact that you are the men who carry the responsibility for the advance- 
ment of organized dentistry in your territory. Most of you have performed 
that duty in a most commendable manner, and I am sure will receive the 
gratitude of the entire society. 

“What ever has been accomplished during my term of office has been 
done with the co-operation of the Trustees and the various committees, not 
forgetting the timely advice given by many of the past presidents. The ex- 
periences of the past presidents and their general knowledge of the needs of 
dentistry should become a matter of record. 

“T recommend that all past presidents become members of the House 
of Delegates with the right to vote. 

“T recommend that the office of business manager be combined with 
that of the secretary handling the records and such other duties as usually 
pertain to that office. 

. “T recommend that a commitiee be appointed to investigate the feas- 
ibility of purchasing a permanent building in Harrisburg. 

“T recommend that the state society condemn the practice of essayists 
reading papers that have been previously published. 

“I recommend that the drive for members continue throughout the 
year. 

“T recommend that the state society embody in its by-laws a provision 
that when a branch or county society exists, applications for membership in 
such society must include district, state, and A. D. A. membership. That 
this provision shall not prevent an application being presented directly to 
the district society in such areas where no branch society exists. 

“T recommend that the following provision be made in our by-laws: 
Members delinquent in dues and who for this reason alone have been sus- 
pended may be reinstated by the payment of the dues for the current year 
and a reinstatement fee of $5.00; said fee to be divided equally between 
this society and the component society involved. All applications for re- 
instatement shall be subject to reinvestigation for eligibility by the proper 
committee of the component society. 

“I heartily commend the various activities of the Dental Division of 
the State Department of Health, under the supervision of Dr. M. J. Waas. 
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He has been ever willing and anxious to co-operate with the officers and 
business manager of the society. From my many contacts with the depart- 
ment, I submit for your consideration the following recommendations: 
(1) That the state society should adopt a resolution providing their recom- 
mendation that no dentist be appointed to the staff or become connected 
with any hospital unless he produces evidence of being an active member 
of organized dentistry. (2) That the state society recognize the experi- 
mental work inaugurated under the direction of Dr. Arthur Bauman, Chief 
of the Nutrition Division of the State Department of Health, and if possible 
make a grant of funds to assist this worthy cause. (3) That we commend 
Dr. Waas for his efforts to advance the cause of Oral Hygiene in state in- 
stitutions. He has rendered a splendid service. 

“T recommend that the state society encourage the propaganda of 
Dental Health Week and that the Trustees in their respective districts ad- 
vise the component societies of the value of this educational feature. 

“T am pleased to inform you that during this administration our con- 
tacts with the officers of the Medical Society of Pennsylvania have been 
most cordial. Particularly has this been evident in our relations with the 
Emergency Child Health Committee of which Dr. Samuel Hamill is chair- 
man. The suggestion that our state society have greater representation on 
this committee was readily accepted by the officers of the medical society 
and six were appointed by the governor. I recommend that our assistance 
in this worthy cause be continued and that we co-operate at all times with 
the State Emergency Child Health Committee. 

“T recommend that a committee be appointed to consult with the Board 
of Trustees to formulate a plan for the release of articles for the public 
press. 

“All district societies have been visited during my term as president, 
and I wish to express my sincere appreciation for the courtesies accorded 
me during these visitations.” 


REPORT OF THE OFFICERS’ CONFERENCE 
House of Delegates, 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society: 
Gentlemen : 

On February 14, 1937, I was privileged to attend the Conference of 
State Societies held in Chicago just prior to the mid-winter meeting of 
the Chicago Dental Society, representing this society with Doctor Fred D. 
Miller, President-elect, and President Walter Mendel. 

In the opening address, Doctor LeRoy S. Miner, President of the A. 
D. A., dwelt on the aims and hopes of his administration, singling out cer- 
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tain committees and their work for special mention. He told of a recent 
visit in company with Doctor Camalier, President-elect, to Washington, 
and a conference with Mr. Harry Hopkins which resulted in a much better 
understanding between that official and the A. D. A. Mr. Hopkins said 
frankly that he felt that the A. M. A. and A. D. A. were opposed to the 
work being done under his relief administration. It was suggested that a 
man from the U. S. Public Health Service and one from the A. D. A. be 
set up as an advisory aid to Mr. Hopkins’ department. 

Doctor Parran, Surgeon General, U. S. Public Health Service, was 
next visited by our representatives. He gave them an excellent reception. 
Then to the Children’s Bureau and the Department of Labor. Dr. Mc- 
Gowan, the director, said : “The Children’s Bureau is planning to add to its 
advisory committee a special Bureau on Dental Health. We shall hope for 
the participation of the dental representatives in the work of this committee. 
We also hope to have on our staff in the near future a consultant in dental 
hygiene, Katherine Lenroot.” 

I was fortunate enough to participate in a conference in New York 
City in December with Doctor Camalier concerning the threat furnished by 
the “Dental Guild.” At this time I urged Doctor Camalier, who lives in 
Washington, to use his influence to secure these contacts for Doctor Miner. 
It is a part of my creed that results are obtained by sitting down and dis- 
cussing things with the “top.” To hear Doctor Miner enthusiastically re- 
late his successful pilgrimage repaid me for my trip to Chicago. 

Doctor U. G. Rickert, a member of the Insurance Committee, spoke on 
the subject of “Bringing Greater Economies to Our Membership Through 
Dental Organization.” His great point was that membership may be in- 
creased when notable economies are made available to our membership in 
which the non-member cannot participate. The Michigan State Dental 
Society set up a “Ways and Means Committee” which has procured 
economies that more than equaled three times all of a member’s dues to 
organized dentistry. 

Dr. E. E. Graham, secretary of the Relief Commission, read a paper 
clarifying for those present many debatable subjects. I would like to stress 
one point: “When relief is sought by a member, he or his friends should 
write to the Secretary of the Relief Commission, who will promptly send a 
relief application form.” I spent an hour with Doctor Graham the follow- 
ing day, going over a few questions. I wanted to know why the men who 
suffered losses during the flood in March of 1936 did not receive emergency 
funds. Doctor Graham pointed out that it was because the appeal was made 
by our Society and not by the individuals. 

Doctor Graham said that because changes were at times made in the 
application forms, he did not favor the state society committees stocking the 


[ 22] 








STATE DENTAL JOURNAL 





forms. I do not agree with his stand and feel that in the interests of the 
saving of time, our Relief Committee should have forms on hand, and I am 
certain any properly filled out application will be honored. 


President Mendel also held a conference with Doctor Graham, and I 
am certain he came away feeling that the A. D. A. is doing a good job with 
the funds for relief. 

Doctor Lon W. Morrey, secretary of the Bureau of Public Relations, 
told of the work under his direction. It was interesting to hear that more 
requests are received for the material supplied by his Bureau from 4H 
Clubs, P. T. A.’s, nurses, hygienists, than from the members of the dental 
profession. Said Doctor Morrey: “To develop the right kind of educa- 
tional material takes time, ingenuity, and money. Many public relations 
committees are stymied by the enormity of their jobs because they are 
handicapped for both time and money. That is where our bureau in the 
Central Office can be helpful. We can supply your state committees with 
accepted material—material that has been developed in co-operation with 
America’s best educators.” 


Dr. Albert R. Ross, a Trustee of the A. D. A., explained the complete 
membership plan of the A. D. A. which included the Junior as well as the 
usual membership offered to dentists established in practice. Certainly this 
State, with three dental colleges, fails to take full advantage of the provis- 
ions for Junior memberships. 

Doctor A. B. Patterson, Chairman of the Legislative Committee, 
A. D. A., spoke on Dental Legislation, especially House Bill No. 3491, which 
proposes among other things one dentist to every 500 enlisted men in the 
U.S. Army. He also brought up the so-called Basic Service Law which is 
sponsored probably by the A. M. A. since medicine is included to the ex- 
clusion of dentistry. It would appear that this law, most desirable as it may 
be, applied to those who would practice general surgery or medicine, might 
not operate with fairness to dental graduates, unless provision is made for 
examinations based on the particular requirements for a high standard in 
dentistry. 

So much for the formal program. Following each paper, a general dis- 
cussion was encouraged, and there was plenty, which I feel is the most valu- 
able part of the session. An excellent opportunity is afforded for the officers 
of the component societies to meet the men who are responsible for the man- 
agement of the policies of the A. D. A. It is probable that the conferences 
in the future will continue to be held at this time of the year and in Chicago, 
and I believe that this Society can well afford to send representatives to 
participate in the sessions. 

R. M. WALLs. 
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DISTRICT NEWS 


FIRST DISTRICT 
District Editor . . . . Benjamin Benedict 

The special fall meeting of the Philadelphia County Dental Society 
was held in the County Medical Building, November 3rd. The afternoon 
clinics were all given by members of the section on prosthesis: Drs. M. M. 
DeVan, R. Deshon, A. C. Benson, B. Benedict, D. L. Machey, A. J. Seeler, 
F. S. Chumar, R. J. Roth, F. A. Fox, and D. B. Waugh. The scheduled 
evening address by Dr. Amos Stiker was illustrated by movies in color. Dr. 
A. Mulford discussed the paper. Both sessions were well attended. 

The society is sponsoring an essay contest with a prize of fifty dollars 
for the author of the best essay on the subject, “A Plan for Providing Ade- 
quate Dental Treatment by Private Practitioners for the Underprivileged 
Children of Philadelphia.” 


NorTH PHILADELPHIA ASSOCIATION OF DENTAL SURGEONS 
Dr. Sidney Jaffe, of Washington, was the speaker at the November 
meeting. His subject was “Precision Technique for Full Upper and Lower 
Dentures.” The meeting was held at the Hotel Majestic. 


PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION OF DENTAL SURGEONS 

Lester W. Burket, D. D. S., M. D., of the University of Pennsylvania, 
spoke on “Diagnostic Laboratory Procedures” Tuesday evening, November 
gth, at the Bellevue Stratford. This was the first of a new series of pro- 
grams to be presented by teachers from the various schools. The society 
hopes that these lectures will be of real educational value to its members. 

@ 
SECOND DISTRICT 
District Editor . . . . Chas. L. R. Myers 

The Second District Dental Society held its sixth annual meeting at 
the Northampton Country Club. Golf was enjoyed in the morning and well 
into the afternoon by some of the enthusiasts. 

In the afternoon Dr. Sidney Sorrin, of New York City, lectured on 
periodonta ; Dr. J. B. Schwartz,of Brooklyn, demonstrated with models the 
diagnosis of replacements; and Dr. Fred D. Miller, our state president, 
spoke on immediate denture service and some phases of general practice. 
Each clinic was repeated three times, but the clinicians had so much to offer 
that the three-hour program cramped their style. The Program Committee 
made a very wise selection of men for the members’ instruction and should 
be highly commended. 

The business meeting followed the clinics. There was an address by 
District President Dr. W. M. Skinner, of Easton, reports by the various 
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committee chairmen, and the election of officers. More news of the meeting 
will follow in the November Journal. 

The following officers were elected and will take office in January: 
President, H. C. Reichard, of Conshohocken; First Vice-President, T. W. 
Lumis, of West Chester; Second Vice-President, Fred Johnson, of Allen- 
town; Secretary-treasurer, John Heiniken, of Paoli, was re-elected; Re- 
cording Secretary, Henry Rosenman, of Norristown; Directors, C. I. 
Seigler, of Doylestown; J. E. Hirtle, of Bethlehem ; K. E. Vought, of Darby ; 
Charles Rossell, of Lansdale; E. G. Gilbert, of Allentown, and S. M. 
Mackie, of Phoenixville. 


THe MontcoMery-Bucks DENTAL Society 

The regular October meeting of the Montgomery-Bucks Dental 
Society was held at the Valley Forge Hotel, Norristown, Wednesday, Oc- 
tober 27th. The change in day was made to accommodate the program, 
which consisted of afternoon and evening sessions. 

There was an informal dinner and an extremely short business meet- 
ing dividing the sessions. Dr. C. Louis Siegler, of Doylestown, presided. 
The following applications were presented for membership: Dr. Bernard 
Sugerman, Phoenixville ; Dr. Edward L. Meinfelder, Ardmore ; Dr. Kermit 
S. Black, Perkasie; Dr. Samuel Weiss, Bridgeport. 

Dr. D. S. Gardner, of Scranton, gave a clinic on “Porcelain Inlay and 
Jacket Crown.” He was assisted by his technician, and hygienist, carrying 
his work from cavity preparation to cementation. The clinic was most in- 
teresting and instructive. Dr. Gardner, having done a considerable amount 
of porcelain work in the past thirty-five years, very capably presented the 
subject. 

The November meeting of the Society will be held at the Valley Forge 
Hotel, Norristown, Monday, November 29th, with Dr. James H. Smith, of 
Drexel Hill, as clinician. His subject will be “Rebasing” and a technician 
will carry to completion each step of the work. S. Lehman Nyce. 


LEHIGH VALLEY DENTAL SOCIETY 

Dr. J. E. Cameron, of Philadelphia, was the guest speaker Monday 
night at the monthly dinner meeting of the Lehigh Valley Dental Society 
held in the Moose Home, Quakertown. Dr. R. B. Hess, Bethlehem, presi- 
dent of the society, was in charge. Dr. Cameron, who is professor of oral 
surgery at the Temple University Dental School, was introduced by Dr. G. 
E. Ozias, chairman of the Program Committee. He lectured on “Diagnosis 
in Oral Surgery.” 

Dr. H. C. Reichard, of Conshohocken, trustee and president-elect of 
the Second District of the State Society, was present and spoke briefly to 
the 78 members in attendance. 
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Dr. Marcus Carr, of Bethlehem, was elected a member of the society 
during the business session. 

The committee in charge of the meeting was comprised of Dr. Ozias, 
Dr. J. Steeley, Dr. W. Steeley and Dr. Gerhart. 

The next meeting will be held in Allentown Monday, November 15. 


@ 
THIRD DISTRICT 


District Editor . . . . Ben Shair 
THE SECRET Is OuT 


This time your Journal’s Third District Reporter presents an import- 
ant piece of gossip. It should create the same impression on you that a 
Petty drawing in Esquire does on a college freshman. The “Oh Gees,” and 
the awe stricken “Goshes,” should be equally as numerous and emphatic 
from you folks when you read this announcement of another of the Third 
District’s inspiring mid-winter conventions. 

The convention this year will take place on January 27th at the Hotel 
Casey, Scranton, and boys what a convention!!! You thought that the one 
held last year in Wilkes-Barre and the one held the year before in Scranton 
was the last word—well, maybe up until now they were—but if you attend 
this one you will discover that the others were next to the last. This time 
you will truly find that superlative you were taught way back in grade 
school days, but which you were never sure existed. 

What makes me so sure? Just take a peep at some of the facts and 
then use your elementary training in reasoning to figure it out for yourself. 

In the first place, Dr. Donald Swift, of Scranton, is President of the 
Third District Dental Society. Did you ever attend any affair either under 
the auspices of the local or district societies, where there was plenty doing 
and everyone having a rip-roaring good time, that Don Swift wasn’t con- 
nected with it ? 


Then look at the Chairman of the Arrangement Committee, Dr. C. B. 
Watrous, of Dunmore. This fellow has been already at work for weeks, 
and he’s on everybody’s neck all of the time. This should assure you that 
nothing is being left undone to ensure your getting a post-graduate course 
and having a good time too. 

Maybe that ought to be proof enough to make you wish the convention 
was next week, but I’m going to tell you some more. You know our inter- 
nationally famous Dr. John Corcoran—well, he’s in charge of the essayists 
and clinicians, and does he promise you something? Two outstanding lec- 
turers in the morning, and one in the afternoon. Then will follow practical 
clinics by two of the essayists for the remainder of the day. Not too much 
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of something you can’t get, but just enough of something you want, and will 
greatly benefit you. 

By this time you’ve already got that new appointment book marked 
“X” on January 27th. Just so you can tell your friends about the evening’s 
entertainment, and, you know, you may bring them along too ; there’s plenty 
more. Dr. Ted Fuhrer, President of the Scranton District Dental Society, 
and a committee he has appointed are co-operating with the Third District 
by combining their local society’s annual dinner dance with the one that 
usually follows the convention. They are doing this with the hope of making 
it the most gigantic, spectacular and colossal affair of its kind ever pre- 
sented before the dentists in Scranton. 

A detailed program will be given in the November Journal. 


THE LUZERNE County DENTAL SOCIETY 


The Luzerne County Dental Society Testimonial Dinner for Senator 
Mundy was held October 21st, 1937, at the Fox Hill Country Club. It was 
beyond the expectations of the committee in charge. We were not only 
honored with the presence of Senator Mundy and the Legislators of Luzerne 
and Lackawanna Counties, but also Congressman Patrick Boland. Senator 
Mundy was presented with a set of beautiful golf clubs as a token of esteem 
and appreciation. 

I believe that the entire state society owes the Luzerne County group 
a vote of thanks for being the host to an affair of this kind. 

The attendance was about 150, which included men from the entire 
Third District. 


Scranton District DENTAL SOCIETY 

The next regular meeting will be held November 22nd at 8:30 P. M. in 
the Chamber of Commerce Building. 

This meeting is to be an innovation from the regular form of our meet- 
ings. Jt is to be a forum in which individual practical as well as economical 
problems will be discussed. All members are urged to come, ask questions, 
and present practical ideas that they have found useful in their own practice. 

co) 
FOURTH DISTRICT 
District Editor . . . . John C. Specker 

The sixth annual fall meeting of the Fourth District Dental Society 
was held on October 28th at the Hotel Weimer, Lebanon. The Lebanon 
Dental Society acted as hosts. 

State President Fred D. Miller spoke on “Immediate Denture Service” 
and discussed various phases of general practice during the morning ses- 
sion. At 2 o’clock Bernard I. Comroe, A.B., M.D., Instructor in Medicine 
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at the University of Pennsylvania, gave an intensely interesting and prac- 
tical discussion of “Oral Manifestations of Systemic Diseases.” 

The business meeting was held at 4 o’clock and the following officers 
were elected: President, C. P. Marbarger, of Palmyra; Vice-President, 
Guy L. Haman, of Reading; Secretary-Treasurer, Frederick H. Hoeffer, 
of Reading; Trustees, G. Hobart Light, of Lebanon; C. S. DeLong, of 
Reading, and J. J. Gorman, of Pottsville; Board of Censors, Samuel B. 
Groh, of Lebanon; H. K. Willits, of Reading, and H. L. Logan, of Mt. 
Carmel ; Delegates, Jos. G. Farquhar, Fred. H. Hoeffer, Miles D. Zimmer- 
man; Alternates, C. P. Marbarger, Carle H. Scholl, R. M. Barthel. There 
were about sixty registered at the meeting. 


FIFTH DISTRICT 
District Editor . . . . Paul E. Bomberger 

The Fifth District held its fall meeting at Hotel Brunswick, Lancaster, 
on Thursday, November 18th, at 1:30. Dr. Victor H. Sears, of New York 
City, devoted the entire afternoon to a presentation of the subject, “Prac- 
tical Points in Full Denture Construction.” 

The after-dinner speaker was Professor H. H. Beck (head of the 
Chemistry Department), of Franklin and Marshall College, and a historian 
of note, who talked on “Points of Historic Interest to Central Pennsyl- 
vanians.”” This meeting had originally been scheduled for October 21st, but 
because of conflicting meetings it had to be postponed. Both speakers were 
intimately familiar with their respective subjects and offered a program of 
instruction and interest. There was a large registration. 

The Harrisburg Dental Society extended itself to the limit in putting 
on the splendid program of October 21st, offering speakers and clinicians 
of the first water. 

The meeting was especially well attended and the comment and praise 
was free and favorable. If this meeting is to be a forerunner of what we 
are to expect in the future too much cannot be said in singing their praises. 
Our congratulations to them! 


THe York SOcIETY 
The York Society has not given us any news, but we understand they 
are doing a good job in putting on their local programs. 


Tue Harris Society oF LANCASTER 
The Harris Society of Lancaster will present as this issue goes to press 
—on November 3rd, Dr. Philip Jay, of Ann Arbor, Michigan, who will dis- 
cuss before a joint meeting of the Harris and the County Medical Society 
“Causes and Control of Dental Caries.” Dr. Jay has made extensive studies 
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and investigations on the subject, and will have a message of interest and 
importance for us. 

Due to the efforts of the Harris Dental Society during the past year, the 
Lancaster City School Board appointed two dentists to make the dental 
examinations of its school children (heretofore made by a school physi- 
cian) as well as the appointment of two additional hygienists to its staff. 

The Harris Society is now working on the project of finding ways and 
means of giving the necessary dental care to the indigent children of the 
county similar to that accorded the city children in the city dental clinics, 
conducted at our two hospitals. 

The friends of Dr. T. B. (Red) Garvey will no doubt be interested to 
learn of his marriage on October 22nd to Miss Marion Seitz, of Glenn Rock, 
a teacher in the Lancaster High School. A long and happy life to you and 
Mrs. Garvey, Red. 

@ 
SIXTH DISTRICT 
District Editor . . . . Bruce S. Nesbit 

The Sixth District Dental Society met at the Guthrie Clinic in Sayre, 
Wednesday afternoon and evening, October 6th. There were 75 members 
present, in addition to a number from the Sixth District of New York. 

Dr. E. A. Brown, of Sunbury, retiring president, presided. The wel- 
coming address was given by Dr. George F. Carling in behalf of Dr. Donald 
Guthrie, surgeon-chief, who was out of town. 

At 3 o'clock the scientific meeting opened with Dr. J. Y. Stearne, of 
Philadelphia, giving a lecture on impression technique for both partial and 
full dentures. 

At 5 o’clock the annual business meeting was held at which time the 
following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

President, Dr. S. B. Black, of Towanda. 

Vice-President, Dr. Thomas Bailey, of Wellsboro. 

Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. E. Colvin Hassenplug, of Milton. 

Delegates to State Society: Dr. E. H. Skillman, of Williamsport ; Dr. 
George F. Carling, of Sayre. Alternates: Dr. Robert Walborn, of Sun- 
bury; Dr. C. F. Taylor, of Montgomery. Directors: Dr. Ross Lewis, of 
Sayre; Dr. J. J. McMillan, of Mansfield ; Dr. Edward Collins, of Sunbury ; 
Dr. Frank Klinger, of Milton. Historian: Dr. Dennis S. Miller, of Sun- 
bury. Trustee: Dr. Melville D. Nesbit, of Lewisburg, was nominated to 
succeed himself when his term expires in 1938. His election will take place 
at the House of Delegates at the Philadelphia meeting. 

Dinner was served at 7 o’clock at the Wilbur House. 
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The evening session was held at the Guthrie Clinic at 8 o’clock with 
Dr. Alfred A. Ackerman, of Newark, N. J. He lectured on oral surgical 
procedure; illustrated with several reels of moving pictures in colors. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 and we had 100 miles to drive home 
with plenty of fog to keep down speed. 


e 
NINTH DISTRICT 
District Editor . . . . Roy A. Smith 

The annual fall meeting of the District Society was held in Erie, at 
the Lake Shore Country Club, on Thursday, October 21st. It was spon- 
sored by the Erie County Society. 

Dr. Fred Miller, of Altoona, was the afternoon clinician, and gave an 
excellent illustrated talk on operative dentistry. He used both lantern slides 
and moving pictures. The society enjoyed the talk a great deal. 

A resume of the day’s activities follows: 

Morning—Golf and luncheon. Afternoon—Meeting of the House of 
Delegates ; clinic by Dr. Miller; election of officers for 1938. Evening— 
Annual banquet ; presentation of honorary keys; talk by Dr. Miller. 

The election of officers resulted as follows: 

President, D. S. Sterrett, Erie; President-elect, Roy A. Smith, Frank- 
lin; Secretary-Treasurer, J. B. Balthaser, Erie; G.S.Phillips,of Meadville, 
was‘nominated for Trustee to succeed R. J. Sample. 

The society accepted with regret the resignation of Dr. R. J. Sample as 
District Trustee. He was one of the outstanding trustees in the State So- 
ciety, and we of the Ninth District feel keenly his loss. Glenn Phillips, of 
Meadville, who will succeed him, has the backing of the entire district. 

Dr. Fred Miller won the golf tournament in the morning, as is his 
usual custom. Our state president put in a busy day with clinics, golf, and 
after-dinner talking. All the County Societies are now meeting regularly, 
and we anticipate much activity during the winter. 
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| BEBELHEIMER, DR. BRUCE G., Drexel Hill Univ. of Md. 

| Dr. Bebelheimer, with offices in Devonshire Hall Apartments, 
‘ Drexel Hill, died October 22nd in the Jefferson Hospital. Dr. 
Bebelheimer, who was 38, had been ill since May with a 
stomach ailment. He lived at 4005 State Road, Drexel Hill. 
He was a graduate of Staunton Military Academy and the 
University of Maryland. He is survived by his mother, Mrs. 
Emma L. Bebelheimer, and his wife, the former Eleanor 
Virginia Tibbett. 
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